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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20460 

Mr. Kenneth M. Mackenthun 
Principal Scientist 
ADI Technology Co,rporation 
4 Crystal Park 
2345 Crystal Drive, Suite'909 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Mackenthun: 

OFFICE OF 
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

This is in resiponse to your letter to Laura Casey of my staff ( attached) regarding the 
amendments to the PCB regulations at 40 CFR Part 761, better known as the PCB Disposal 
Amendments, and their impact on your project with the US Navy. This project involves the use 
of a cutting torch to reduce submarine and cruiser hulls to sections appropriate for rail car 
shipment. These sections would go to a smelter for scrap metal recovery. The new regulations 
were published in the Federal Register on June 29, 1998 and become effective on August 28,· ·-· 
1998. Until then, the current regulations are still in effect. 

Application of a cutting torch to PCBs regulated for disposal results in thermal destruction 
of the PCBs, which constitutes disposal. There is no specific provision in either the current 
regulations or the PCB Disposal Amendments allowing the disposal of regulated PCBs using a 
cutting torch. Therefore, either the cutting torch must be approved as a thermal disposal 
+,..,.1,!lolcgy, or the cutting torch Jnust not cont<:1.ct PCBs !'l:lgulated for disposal. 

. ' 

A1l PCB disposal approval options for a 9utting torch would require submission ofa 
disposal approval application to EPA in accordance with §761.60(e) of the current regulations, or 
§§761.62(c) or 76l.79(h) of the PCB Disposal Amendments. The disposal approval application 
generally would have to include a demonstration of the technology and environmental sampling to 

, evaluate fugitive releases and the effectiveness of the disposal. For more information, contact the 
EPA Regional Administrator for the region in which the activity would take place. 

Under the PCB Disposal Amendments, a PCB disposal approval would not be required to 
use a cutting torch to cut into metal with a surface coating of PCBs if the metal is first 
decontaminated so that the torch does not contact PCBs regulate~ for disposal. · According to 
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§76 I. 79(b)(3)(i)(A), the hull is unrestricted for use and unregulc:..ted for disposal if it is cleaned lo 
~ 10 µg/100 cm2 oh all surfaces to which the torch would be applied. The~ 10 µg/100 cm2 level 
may be.reached by any number of physical processes including forms of abrasion and solvent 
rinsing. These processes are listed in §761.79(b) of the PCB Disposal Amendments. 
Alternatively, under §761. 79(b )(3)(i)(B), the hull may be cleaned to NACE Visual Standard 
No.2. 

The PCB Disposal Amendments also provide for thermal decontamination of metal in 
contact with non-liquid PCBs at § 761. 79( c )( 6). This self-implementing thennal decontamination 
requires a scrap metal recovery oven or a smelter which operates in accordance with the 
requirements of §761. 72 and depends on the concentration of PCBs contacting the metal. In 
accordance with §761.79{b)(3)(ii)(A), metal to be smelted must be decontaminated to a level of 
<100 µg/100 cm2

• This level may be achieved by any number of decontamination routes. 
including those provided at §761.79(b) and (c). Alternatively, under §761.79(b)(3)(ii)(B), the hull 
may be cleaned to NACE.Visual Standard No. 3. Hull sections would have to be decontaminated 
to one of these standardls before smelting. However, since regulated PCBs remain on the huU, a 
cutting torch may not hie applied to this surface since it is not an approved disposal or 
decontamination method. 

· Should you have any further questions, please contact me at 202-260-3933. 

Sincerely, 

!fl~C. 
Tony Baney, Chief 
Fibers and Organics Branch 

Enclosure 

CC; Laura Casey 
Tom Scarano, NA VSEA 
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